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0 1 8 3 S 
SPEECH AT THE OPENING DF THE COLONIAL T IME5 ART E X H I B I T I O N . 
4 / 3 / 7 2 . 
YOUR E X C E L L E N C Y , MY LORD MAYOR, S IR J A M E S , PARL IAMENTARY COLLEAGUES , 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D GUESTS , L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN: 
IT G I V E S ME GREAT PLEASURE TO BE HERE T H I 5 MORNING AND TO HAVE TWO 
TASKS TO PERFORM. 
THE F I R 5 T 15 TO OPEN T H I S EXCEL LENT " C O L O N I A L T I M E S " E X H I B I T I O N FOR 
THE ADELA IDE F E S T I V A L OF A R T S . 
THE SECOND I S TO RENAME TH IS S P L E N D I D B U I L D I N G AND G IVE SOME D E T A I L S 
OF I T S FUTURE U S E S . 
THE TWO TASKS ARE COMPLEMENTARY AND C E R T A I N L Y F I T T I N G TO THE SEVENTH 
A D E L A I D E F E S T I V A L OF A R T S . 
FOR IT I S TRUE THAT WHILE WE AS A PEOPLE IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A HAVE A 
SHORT HISTORY OF ONLY 136 YEARS , AND WHILE A U S T R A L I A AS A WHOLE HAS 
ONLY A MARGINALLY LONGER ONE OF SOME 184 YEARS , WE HAVE AS A PEOPLE 
E S T A B L I S H E D F IRM CULTURAL T R A D I T I O N S AND ACHIEVED OUR OWN UNIQUE 
NATIONAL D I S T I N C T I O N IN MOST BRANCHES DF THE A R T S . 
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IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A WE ARE FORTUNATE IN HAVING AMONG OUR EARLY S E T T L E R S 
MEN OF TA5TE AND A E S T H E T I C V I S I O N . TODAY WE CAN DEL IGHT IN THEIR 
ELEGANT D E S C R I P T I O N S AND P I C T U R E S OF COLONIAL L I F E AND BE CHARMED 
BY THEIR A R T I F A C T S AND DECORAT IONS . 
AND WE HAD B U I L D E R S AND PLANNERS OF EXCEPT IONAL V I S I O N , TOO, I T I S 
ONLY OVER THE LAST 20 YEARS THAT T H I S HA5 BECOME OBVIOUS TO PEOPLE 
G E N E R A L L Y . AS THE POST-WAR EXPANS ION AND DEVELOPMENT OF A U S T R A L I A N 
C I T I E S HAS CONTINUED, MANY F I N E EXAMPLES OF OUR EARLY AND M I D - N I N E T E E N T H 
CENTURY B U I L D I N G S HAVE BEEN LOST TO THE WRECKERS . AND IT I S PERHAPS 
SAD TO THINK THAT THE NEW CONCIOUSNESS OF H I S T O R I C ARCH ITECTURAL VALUE 
HAS BEEN B U I L T ON THE LOSSES THAT HAVE OCCURRED RATHER THAN THE 
S A L V A T I O N THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN E F F E C T E D . 
I T I S NOT ENOUGH FOR PEOPLE OR GOVERNMENTS S I M P L Y TO WRING THEIR 
HANDS AND DEPLORE THE LOSS OF IMPORTANT A R C H I T E C T U R E . B U I L D I N G S CAN 
BE SAVED AT THE DEATHKNOCK AS T H I S B U I L D I N G WAS - THEY CAN BE PRESERVED 
BY ENL IGHTENED OWNERS - OR THEY CAN BE SET AS IDE AND BOUND OVER BY 
ENL IGHTENED LOCAL COUNCILS AND GOVERNMENTS. 
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AND I TH INK THAT T H I S LATTER COURSE I S ONE WHICH WE MUST TAKE IN THE 
F U T U R E . FOR I T I S A COMMON AND P E R C E I V E D N E C E S S I T Y IN EUROPEAN C I T I E S 
FOR IMPORTANT B U I L D I N G S , AND GROUPS OF B U I L D I N G S , TO BE PROTECTED BY 
C I T Y A U T H O R I T I E S . 
AND F U R T H E R , IN EUROPE SUCH P R O T E C T I O N I S NOT ONLY G I V E N TO MAJOR 
A R C H I T E C T U R A L COMPONENTS , BUT ALSO TO GENERAL AREAS WHICH THROUGH A 
HAPPY COMB INAT ION OF E LEMENTS OF S H A P E , D E S I G N AND S P A C E , ARE P R E S E R V E D 
S I M P L Y B E C A U S E THERE THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT HAS REACHED AN E F F E C T I V E 
A E S T H E T I C B A L A N C E . T H I S I S A CONCEPT WHICH SHOULD E X E R C I S E OUR TH0UGHT5 
IN R E L A T I O N TO P L A C E S SUCH AS NORTH A D E L A I D E . 
NOW, WITH T H I S B U I L D I N G - WHICH FOR ONLY A FEW MINUTES MORE W I L L REMA IN 
THE ANZ BANK - WE HAD A CASE WHERE IN A C E N T R A L C I T Y D I S T R I C T A MAJOR 
P I E C E OF A R C H I T E C T U R E WAS TO BE P U L L E D DOWN. AND THE FACTORS WHICH HAD 
CAUSED T H I S WERE P U R E L Y C O M M E R C I A L , FOR WE HAVE NOT YET (THOUGH I HOPE 
WE W I L L S H O R T L Y ) REACHED THE STAGE WHERE THE A U T H O R I T I E S ARE P R E P A R E D TO 
SAY TO OWNERS OF IMPORTANT B U I L D I N G S THAT THEY CANNOT CHANGE OR REMOVE 
THE IR P R O P E R T I E S BECAUSE IT I S NOT ONLY T H E I R A S S E T , BUT ALSO AN A S S E T 
TO THE C I T Y ' S P E O P L E AS A WHOLE. 
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I T WAS ONLY THROUGH THE DETERMINED E F F O R T S OF TWO C I T Y B U S I N E S S M E N , 
MR. CHARLES WRIGHT AND MR. PERCE C O L Y E R , THAT THE P U B L I C BECAME AWARE 
OF WHAT IT WOULD LOSE I F THE ANZ BANK WENT. 
THESE GENTLEMEN WERE R I G H T L Y A P P R E C I A T I V E OF THE B U I L D I N G ' S E L A B O R A T E 
R E N A I S S A N C E F A C A D E , THE 5UPERB CARVED MARBLE ENTRANCE H A L L , T H I S 
M A G N I F I C E N T B A N K I N G CHAMBER (WHICH , A L A S , HAS LOST - FOR I HOPE ONLY 
A SHORT T IME - I T S COLOURS , G I L D I N G AND L A M P S ) , A L L COMBINE IN A UNIQUE 
N I N E T E E N T H CENTURY A R C H I T E C T U R A L A C H I E V E M E N T . THEY R E A L I S E D T H I S , AS 
HAD THE N A T I O N A L T R U S T , AND THEY WORKED TO HAVE IT S A V E D . 
AS PART OF THE IR E F F O R T S , THEY P O I N T E D OUT THE IMPORTANCE TO A D E L A I D E 
OF THE B U I L D I N G ' S A R C H I T E C T . HE WAS EDMUND W I L L I A M WR IGHT . BORN IN 
ENGLAND IN 1 8 2 4 , HE WAS T R A I N E D A5 A C I V I L ENG INEER AND A R C H I T E C T 
AND CAME TO 50UTH A U S T R A L I A IN 1 8 5 0 AFTER T R A V E L L I N G IN EUROPE AND 
NORTH A M E R I C A . AFTER A SHORT V I S I T TO THE V I C T O R I A N G O L D F I E L D S , HE SET 
UP P R A C T I C E IN A D E L A I D E , AND FROM THEN T I L L HE D I E D IN 1 8 8 8 WAS INVOLVED 
IN THE D E S I G N AND CONSTRUCT ION OF MANY OF A D E L A I D E ' S MOST NOTABLE 
M I D - N I N E T E E N T H CENTURY B U I L D I N G S . 
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THUS H IS STAMP ON ADELA IDE IS OF AN I M P R E S S I V E ORDER. IN ADDIT ION 
TO TH IS B U I L D I N G HE WAS THE DESIGNER OF PARL IAMENT HOUSE ( I N A C L A S S I C 
S T Y L E ) , THE TOWN HALL ( I T A L I A N A T E ) , THE POST O F F I C E (TO BLEND WITH 
THE TOWN H A L L , ALSO I T A L I A N A T E ) , THE OLD NATIONAL BANK B U I L D I N G 
(WHICH HAS BEEN L O S T ) , THE GOTHIC R E V I V A L KENT TOWN METHODIST CHURCH, 
THE BAROQUE STYLE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH IN NORTH A D E L A I D E , AND SO ON. 
IN A D D I T I O N , H IS INFLUENCE ON THE ARCHITECTURE OF LARGE DOMESTIC 
HOUSES IN ADELA IDE WAS ENORMOUS, AND I THINK I T CAN BE S A I D THAT 
SO FAR NO I N D I V I D U A L ARCHITECT HAS L E F T SUCH A LEGACY OF ARCH ITECTUAL 
A C H I E V E M E N T . 
WE ARE FORTUNATE THAT OF ALL EDMUND WR IGHT ' S E X I S T I N G MAJOR C I T Y 
B U I L D I N G S ONLY TH IS ONE NEEDED GOVERNMENT INTERVENT ION TO S A V E . 
THE OTHERS ARE PROTECTED BY THEIR P U B L I C FUNCT ION , AND I T IS TO BE 
HOPED THAT THOSE B U I L D I N G S OF HIS WHICH REMAIN IN P R I V A T E HANDS 
ELSEWHERE WIL L BE TREATED IN AN ENL IGHTENED WAY AND PRESERVED FOR 
P O S T E R I T Y . 
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I HAVE E A R L I E R REFERRED TO THE A C T I V I T I E S OF MR. CHARLES WRIGHT 
AND MR. PERCE COLYER IN R E L A T I O N TO TH IS B U I L D I N G ' S S A L V A T I O N . 
I THINK IT WI L L BE A P P R O P R I A T E HERE TO SKETCH WHAT HAPPENED FOLLOWING 
THEIR FORMATION OF THE ANZ BANK PRESERVAT ION T R U S T . 
FOLLOWING THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE B U I L D I N G S INTENDED D E M O L I T I O N , THE 
GOVERNMENT SOUGHT MEANS OF ACT ING WITH THE TRUST , WHICH PUT FORWARD 
PROPOSALS TO R A I S E MONEY BY WAY OF P U B L I C A P P E A L TO PURCHASE THE 
B U I L D I N G AND M A I N T A I N I T . 
BUT ONLY 1 1 6 , 0 0 0 WAS ASSURED FOR SUCH AN A P P E A L , AND AS THE B U I L D I N G 
WAS EXPECTED TO COST IN EXCE5S OF | 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 TO PURCHASE , AND MORE THAN 
$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 TO PUT IN ORDER, TH IS SUM DID NOT BEG IN TO MEET THE P O S I T I O N . 
A PROPOS IT ION WAS THEN PUT TO THE GOVERNMENT BY THE NAT IONAL TRUST 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD GUARANTEE A LOAN WITH WHICH THE TRUST 
WOULD PURCHASE THE B U I L D I N G , WITH THE GOVERNMENT ALSO MEETING THE 
ANNUAL SHORTFALL BETWEEN INCOME FROM RENTS AND OUTGOINGS FOR 
MAINTENANCE AND INTEREST CHARGES . 
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AN ANNUAL COST OF MORE THAN $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 SEEMED TO BE C E R T A I N UNDER T H I S 
P R O P O S I T I O N , AND WE WERE NOT PREPARED TO AGREE TO THE P R O P O S I T I O N . 
HOWEVER, WE WERE DETERMINED THAT ONE OF SOUTH A U S T R A L I A ' S MAJOR 
H I S T O R I C B U I L D I N G S SHOULD BE P R E S E R V E D . 
WE THEREFORE DECIDED THAT THE MOST ECONOMIC PROPOS IT ION TO ENSURE 
PRESERVAT ION OF THE B U I L D I N G WOULD BE TO ACQUIRE IT FOR USE BY 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND I N S T R U M E N T A L I T I E S . 
T H I S WOULD MEAN SAV ING RENT WHICH IS E ITHER NOW BE ING P A I D FOR 
ACCOMMODATION BY THEM, OR, G IVEN THE PRESENT PLANNING FOR DEVELOPMENT , 
WHICH WOULD BE P A Y A B L E IN THE FUTURE . 
IT WA5 B E L I E V E D THAT THE A C Q U I S I T I O N OF THE TOTAL O F F I C E SPACE WOULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF GOVERNMENT, AND WOULD MAKE THE USE 
OF THE B U I L D I N G J U S T I F I A B L E ON ECONOMIC GROUNDS. 
S I N C E THEN, STUD IES HAVE CONTINUED ON WHAT DEPARTMENTS ARE TO BE 
HOUSED IN THE B U I L D I N G , AND IT HAS BEEN DECIDED THAT I T S MAJOR 
FUNCTION WILL BE TO HOUSE A D I V I S I O N OF THE REGISTRAR G E N E R A L ' S O F F I C E , 
NAMELY B I R T H S , DEATHS AND M A R R I A G E S . 
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TH IS WILL MEAN THAT IN ADD IT ION TO THE O F F I C E AND STORAGE FUNCTIONS 
OF THAT D I V I S I O N , TWO OF THE MOST A T T R A C T I V E ROOMS ON THE GROUND 
FLOOR WILL BE A V A I L A B L E FOR C I V I L MARRIAGES ATTENDED BY UP TO 
THIRTY P E O P L E . IN A D D I T I O N , TH IS MAIN CHAMBER WILL BE A V A I L A B L E FOR 
LARGE CEREMONIES , AND FOR A NUMBER OF OTHER E X H I B I T I O N AND D I 5 P L A Y 
USES SUCH AS WE SEE HERE TODAY . 
IT I S INTENDED TO RESTORE THE B U I L D I N G TO A HIGH STANDARD OF 
ACCOMMODATION, USING PERIOD FURNITURE AND F I T T I N G S ALREADY HELD IN 
STORE BY THE GOVERMENT FOR T H I S P U R P O S E . THE ALLOTMENT OF O F F I C E 
SPACE U P S T A I R S WIL L PROCEED FOLLOWING THE RENOVATION AND RESTORATION 
WORK, WHEN IT I S EXPECTED A NUMBER OF GOVERNMENT O F F I C E S AND 
A U T H O R I T I E S WILL WORK FROM HERE . SPACE HAS ALSO BEEN RESERVED FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT F I L M CORPORATION, THE CONST ITUT ION OF WHICH WILL 
GO BEFORE PARL IAMENT S H O R T L Y . 
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THE GOVERNMENT I S HIGHLY G R A T I F I E D THAT IT HAS BEEN ABLE TO 
ACQUIRE AND PRESERVE THE B U I L D I N G IN TH IS WAY. 
IT I S A RARE AND OUTSTANDING B U I L D I N G FOR A D E L A I D E , AND ONE WHICH 
THE PEOPLE OF TH IS STATE DESERVE TO HAVE PROTECTED . 
BECAUSE OF T H I S , IT SEEM5 A P P R O P R I A T E THAT IT BE NAMED AFTER I TS 
A R C H I T E C T . 
I THEREFORE HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN DECLAR ING T H I S E X H I B I T I O N OPEN, 
AND NAMING THE B U I L D I N G EDMUND WRIGHT HOUSE. 
THANK YOU . 
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